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14 CFR 25.853(h)

All Waste Compartments, 

Meal Trolleys & Waste 

Trolleys must be 

substantiated by Test or 

Analysis.

Industry/Regulators lack 

harmonized published 

methods of compliance 

(MOCs) to substantiate by 

analysis.

Waste Compartment Fire Containment

SAFRAN 20222
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Our task group is assessing non test 

proposed MOCs & critical similarity 

design criteria.

Only a few of these are specifically 

mentioned in FAA ACs

The others are straight forward often 

using aspects of the flammability 

Policy Statement.

Waste Compartment Fire Containment

SAFRAN 20223
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Harmonizing Test Aspects

SAFRAN 20224

Update:

The FAA agreed & published the task group’s proposed Chp 10 updates 

in February 2023.

In February 2024 the Boeing company submitted additional comments 

for review and potential incorporation to further improve the test method.

Key comment topics include

• Smoke

• Alternate test unit shimming strategy

• Alternate method to condition trash before testing

• More discussion on testing standard containers / meal boxes

• Ensuring the test unit latch is engaged with minimum tolerance 

overlap.

• Door and flap seal installations
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 20225

Fire Containment Test is costly!

The Task Group set out to identify current MOCs for similarity and propose 

additional non-test MOCs based on existing Policy Statement MOCs used 

for Bunsen burner & Heat Release.  Regulators have already identified 

paths for MOC incorporation once approved.

The task group identified 15 non-test MOCs and 7 critical Similarity Design 

Criteria.  Six task group members have currently agreed to formalize MOC 

proposals for submittal to the regulators for acceptance.

The task group is targeting to complete this activity in 2024.
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Task Group Meeting

SAFRAN 20226

Come Join us Thursday @ 8:30 AM to work on these test & MOC topics. 
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You know you’re one of us if you do this in an aircraft lavatory!!

Conclusion

SAFRAN 20227
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Fire Test Handbook Update Requests

SAFRAN 20228
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1/ Wire test update request

SAFRAN 20229

FAA Fire Test Handbook - Chapter 4, Wires

What to do if a wire that requires testing is not 

readily available in 30 inch lengths? (test 

actual part, etc) 
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Wire – con’t

SAFRAN 202210

FAA Fire Test Handbook - Chapter 4, Wires 

(proposal)

• Wire Length: Minimum of 8 inches

• Position:  Ensure there is a minimum of 5 

inches above the flame impingement point 

and 3 inches below the flame impingement 

point.

• All burn lengths must terminate before 

reaching the end of the wire.

• Fix ends with extensions (wire/cord) and 

alligator clips attaching over wire insulation 

to prevent being a heat sync.
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2/ FTH CHP 6 Par. 6.3.1.6.4 Smoke Heat Flux Density Gauge

SAFRAN 202211

Update this paragraph to provide provisions / 

requirements (furnace coil) to be able to use a 

water cooled heat flux transducer consistent 

with what most labs are using.
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3/ FTH CHP 6 Par. 6.3.1.8 Smoke Flamelets

SAFRAN 202212

Currently chapter 6 of the FTH states requirements for 

both gas & air flowrates to produce the 6 flamelets AND a 

figure with measurements of the acceptable inner and 

outer cones of the flamelets.

Experience has shown that it isn’t always possible to 

satisfy both requirements.  Most assume that the flamelet

figure with flame dimensions is most critical for 

standardization.  And that the flow rates stated are a 

good starting point to achieve this.  (Several labs have 

found gas flowrates around 25-30 cm3/min to work).

Request this chapter to be modified to explain such.
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4/ FTH CHP 6 Par. 6.6.2.1 Smoke Linearity check instructions

SAFRAN 202213

Update chapter 6 of the FTH to replicate FAA RR procedure (filter combinations) to 

demonstrate the light beam and photometer are functioning – no erratic behavior.  

Recommend engaging industry to define what is good. Commercial ND-filters are not 

scientific instruments, so there will be some drift from theoretical.  We are monitoring for 

out of the ordinary swings that suggest the photometric system is not functioning properly.  

Below is from the FAA RR.
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Back Up Slides for Printed Version

SAFRAN 202214
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 202215
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 202216
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 202217
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 202218
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Methods of Compliance (MOC)- Similarity 

SAFRAN 202219


